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Aug. 8: In a summary of recent violence in Guatemala, ACAN-EFE mentioned a report by
Archbishop Prospero Penados del Barrio. The archbishop said the Catholic Church had received
599 reports of human rights violations and 99 disappearances thus far in 1991. Included were 181
extra-judicial executions, 82 assassinations, and 38 death threats. According to Penados del Barrio,
extra-judicial executions occur at a rate of two or three per day. Aug. 9: In Guatemala City, a fire
department spokesperson reported discovery of 11 corpses along the road between Taxisco and
Escuintla, Escuintla department. The bodies of the 10 men and one woman displayed signs of
torture and all had been killed execution-style. Three of the victims were identified as local truck
drivers. Aug. 10: Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado told reporters in Guatemala City that two
police officers were shot to death while guarding the home of a woman who had been assassinated
several weeks ago. Hurtado said death squad involvement in the murders would be investigated.
Next, two bombs went off in residential and business districts of the capital. Several persons
were injured, and material damage was described as minor. Erwin Garcia, spokesperson for the
Guatemala City archdiocese, said police were unable to combat the violence due to impunity
enjoyed by assassins. Police records show 1,005 violent murders during the first six months of 1991.
Attorney General Acisclo Valladares declared a "war" on human rights offenders. According to
Valladares, "impunity endangers the rule of law." (Basic data from EFE, 08/09/91; AFP, 08/08/91,
08/10/91; ACAN-EFE, 08/08-10/91, 08/10/91)
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